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Thank you! 
▪To our students for their overwhelming support of the Halloween Candy Drive  

▪To all of our families who supported the Christmas Wreath Sale for the school 

▪To all of the Dads who escorted their daughters to the Father Daughter Dance 

▪To Joe McGreal and his helpers who made that event possible 

▪To our parents who served as Guides and provided baked goods at our Open House  

▪To all of our parents for their presence at Parent Teacher Conferences  

▪To the Home School Association and our wonderful parents for the delicious luncheon they   

    provided for our teachers on Conference Day 

 
Open House   

We had a fine turnout for our Open House.  Thirty seven new families toured the school and went 

home with additional information about LFS and a great feeling of being warmly welcomed by our parent 

tour guides. We are deeply grateful to the members of the Public Relations Committee of the School 

Advisory Board for all that they did to publicize this event to the broad Bethesda and DC area and to 

directly invite families of our Religious Education Program and Nursery Schools in the areas.   

Our best PR comes by word of mouth from the families of our school community. Many visitors 

came because a neighbor invited them or spoke to them about the school.   

 Visitors are welcomed and guided through the school by our generous parents who volunteer to help 

on this day. The Hospitality table is a showcase of the great baking abilities of our parents and their 

contributions of food and drinks put a special mark on the day and communicate the great spirit and 

hospitality of our community.  

 To all of you who contributed in any way to the day, we are deeply grateful! 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

  Students in Grades K-8 will be dismissed at 2:50pm (no After Care) on Tuesday, November 21, 2017 

for the Thanksgiving holidays.  School will be closed on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Classes will 

resume on Monday, November 27, 2017.     

  May you and your loved ones know God’s special blessings on this wonderful holiday and every day 

of the year.  Make this a special family celebration and as a family start the day by attending Mass 

together.  Here at Little Flower, Masses on Thanksgiving Day are at 8:15 and 10:00 am. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



ADVENT 

Sunday, December 3rd is the first Sunday of the Advent season.  It’s an 

important time for us to spiritually prepare for the beautiful feast of Christmas.  

The hustle and bustle of the shopping season sometimes blurs our focus. Take 

the time as a family to use this season as a time to really look at and prepare for 

the true meaning of Christmas. Preparing, praying, giving and receiving should 

be the contents of every Christmas gift. 

 A child’s memories of his family’s preparations for and celebration of 

Christmas should have strong spiritual dimensions.  These are the foundations 

of a strong faith and family life.  The traditions you build now with your 

children will be the ones they carry with them into their adult life.  Make sure that the spiritual aspect of 

Christmas is not overwhelmed by the materialistic. 

 

Picture Retakes 

 Representatives from Lifetouch will be here on Tuesday morning, November 28th to take pictures of 

any students who were absent on picture day. They will also do retakes if you are not satisfied with the 

packet you received.  You must return the entire packet if you wish your child to have his/her picture 

retaken. 

 

High School Placement Test     

Our Eighth Grade students will take the High School Placement Test here on Wednesday, 

November 29th.  Please make certain that no outside appointments are scheduled for them during this 

school day. 

 

Fathers’ Club Advent Talk 

Thursday, November 30th - 7:00 pm - LF Hall 

The Timothy A. Holden Fathers’ Club Lecture given by Dr. Jim Barter.  This lecture is open to all 

members of the parish.  

 

First Friday    Come join with us at the 12:00 Noon Mass on Friday, December 1st 

 

Gifting     

Each year, the students gift our priests and the custodial staff at school with a 

holiday token of appreciation from the group.  If you would like to take part in this, 

kindly send in a monetary donation by Friday, December 1st.  May we please ask that 

you not send a check, please send cash in an envelope marked “Gifting.”   Anonymous 

donations are perfectly fine. Thank you. 

 

Feast of St. Nicholas    

Little Flower Parish, in conjunction with the John Carroll Society,  

invites all to celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas. This special celebration in honor of St. Nicholas, the 

legendary source of our Christmas gift-giving customs, will take place on Saturday, December 2nd  at the 

5:00 pm Parish Mass. 

A reception will follow in Little Flower Hall.  There will be a special visit from St. Nicholas and 

Christmas songs will be sung by our own Children’s Choir. All families are invited to contribute a new toy 

for Catholic Charities and the needy in nearby parishes. 

 

School Advisory Board 

 Committee Meetings:  Monday, December 4, 2017 

 



Monsignor Vaghi's First Thursday Talk 
 

All are welcome to join us for Monsignor Vaghi's series of talks on the Life of Christ.  

 

The next talk is entitled:  

"The Devout Life: An Advent Preparation" 

Please join us at 7 am on Thursday, December 7, 2017  

in the Rectory Meeting Room 

Holy Day 

 Friday, December 8th is a holyday of obligation.  The students in K-8 will attend the parish 8:15 am 

Mass.  May we please ask that the children be here at school by 8:00 am so that they can put their books 

away and be ready to get to the Church on time for Mass. 

Other Masses at Little Flower are 6:30 am, 7:15 am, 8:15 am, 12:00 Noon and 7:00 pm. 

 

 

Friday, December 8, 2017, the Feast of Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is the feast 

of the Patroness of our country and the major feast day of the Sisters, Servants of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary who serve in 

our parish.  Please remember all of us in your prayers on this our special feast day. 

 

 

Ledo’s Pizza Nights    December 11th and 12th 

Dine in or order carry out and Little Flower will receive a percentage of your bill.  Be sure you 

identify that you are from LFS!! 

** Additionally, Ledo’s will now also donate a portion of the CATERING proceeds to us if you order 

from the catering menu during the entire week we have the fundraisers. This is a great resource if you are 

hosting a group for dinner or snacks (sports teams? Friends coming for dinner? Pre-dance/cotillion? Holiday 

gathering?) and LFS benefits!  Again, just identify that you are from LFS. 

Christmas Concert ~ Friday, December 15th  

This is a delightful way for all of us to place ourselves in the true Christmas spirit.  Join with our 

students in Grades K-8 as they present this year’s rendition of the Christmas story in narration and song.  

 

For families that are new to Little Flower it is important for us to share with you that both of the 

school’s concerts draw a large audience.  It is always advisable to arrive early.  

 

Our PreK students do not take part in the school’s concerts until the spring.  We do encourage our 

PreK parents to come to the Christmas Concert and enjoy the beautiful sounds of our students in K-8. 

 

Please note that the Concert takes place in the Church and will begin promptly at 7:00 pm. 

 



Come Home for Christmas – Come as a family! 

  All are invited to mark their calendars for Saturday, December 15th, when our parish will have a 

full day of confessions.  Many confessors will be available throughout the day from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm.  

 Hopefully this “Come Home for Christmas” celebration will be a special day of God’s wonderful 

mercy for our parish family and your family. 

This is a graced opportunity to approach the sacrament as part of your spiritual preparation for the 

birth of the Christ Child.  Doing this sends a powerful message to your child that going to confession for 

Christmas is important in your family faith life.  We are encouraging our students to come on this day and 

make their Christmas confession.  Please help them to do this.  

Please don’t let shopping or any sports events keep you away.  Let this be your gift to the Christ 

Child. 

 

After Care    

This is a reminder to all families whose children are enrolled in the After Care Program that the final 

day for After Care before Christmas is Tuesday, December 19th. 

No After Care on Wednesday, December 20th and Thursday, December 21st.  

 

Christmas Recess 

 Christmas recess will begin for all students with an early dismissal at 12:15 pm on Thursday, 

December 21, 2017.  Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 2, 2018. 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT OUR PARISH 
Check to see all that is being offered here in our parish to help us faith-fully prepare for Christmas 

 

November 

Thursday, November 30 Third Annual Timothy A. Holden Fathers’ Club Lecture 

Dr. Jim Barter 

This lecture is open to all members of the parish. 

December 

Saturdays, December 2, 9, 16   4:00 - 5:00 pm - Confessions – Church 

 

Friday, December 1st - 12 noon - First Friday Liturgy        

                                          1:00 pm – 2:30 pm. Adoration         

                                          2:30 pm Benediction 

 

Saturday, December 2nd -   5:00 p.m. - St. Nicholas Mass 

6:00 pm - Reception and toy drive 

 

Sunday, December 3rd - 10:00 am - Parish Council Meeting 

 

December 7th - Msgr. Vaghi's First Thursday Talks - 7:00 am   Rectory Meeting Room 

 

Saturday, December 16th - 9:00 am – 5:00 pm - Come Home for Christmas  

 

Sunday, December 17th – 9:00 am - Blessing of the Creche and Family Nativity sets 

       

Sunday, December 17th – 10:30 am - Religious Education Christmas Program 

 



Sunday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 

  Masses: 4:00 pm, 6:00 p.m. & 10:00 pm 

 

Monday, December 25th - Christmas Day - Holy Day of Obligation 

  Masses: 7:30 am   10:30 am and 12:15 pm 

 

Sunday, December 31st - New Year's Eve - Masses: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 

 

Monday, January 1st - Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (New Year's Day)  

  Masses: 8:15 and 12:00 Noon 

 

 

 Sibling Applications 2018-2019 
  

As we open the application window for the 2018-2019 school year, we invite any current school 

family that plans to enroll a NEW STUDENT for next year to begin the process at this time.  Registration 

of all new students takes place online.  All applications must be complete by Thursday, February1, 2018 

however having sibling applications submitted early will give us an indication of how many additional 

openings will be available.  

  

Applications are done online through TADS, the Archdiocese's admissions provider.  You can go directly to 

Little Flower's application through the school webpage   
 

Please Note:  

Children registered for Pre K for 2018-2019 must be four years of age by September 1, 2018. 
 

Children registered for Kindergarten for 2018-2019 must be five years of age by September 1, 2018. 

 

 Note: Current students DO NOT file applications.  They will receive enrollment materials later in the year.  

Applications are for new students only. 

 

 

Reenrollment of Present Students for New School Year  

Grades:  PK-7     Final Date:  Thursday, February 1, 2018 

You will receive an email from TADS with a personal link for your current students in January. 

 

Transcript Fee    

All forms must be submitted to the office directly and will be given to the appropriate teacher(s) 

from there.  A Transcript Fee of $75 is required for each letter of recommendation and transcript requested 

by a parent to other schools.  Records will not be sent until the parent has met with Sister Rosemaron. This 

fee is not a requirement for our Eighth Grade graduating class.   

 

Inclement Weather Policy    We follow Montgomery County 

For school closings     We follow Montgomery County   

For delayed school openings We follow Montgomery County   

            If the County opens two hours late - We will open two hours late.   

If the County’s after school activities are canceled, we cancel ours as well 

Please monitor local news sources for this information. 

 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Open House           Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2018     

                                   Time:        9:00 am – 11:00 am 

 

The following families have volunteered for our January Open House:  Balestrieri, Barloon, Daniel, 

DeSomma, Floam, Gerth, Gomes, Greenan, Henneberry, Houlding, Keon, Leasure, Lynch, Malouf, May, 

Mays, Monahan, Mulligan, Revaz, Rienzo, Ruyak, Schumacher, Socias, Sullivan, Swezey, and Yeager. 

 

May I please ask that you mark this date on your calendar and make every effort to be here that morning 

by 8:5o am.  Many of our guides of November never showed up and didn’t notify us.  If it is not possible for 

you to serve as a guide on this date, please call us.  If you are not on this list and you are able to come, 

please call us.  We are always happy to have additional parents on hand for this special day.  If you find 

you are now able to volunteer, please do!  We will give you a summary sheet in advance with details about 

the school and first-timers can shadow with another parent if you’d like to get accustomed to giving tours.  

Call the office so we can add you to our list! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL GALA, APRIL 28, 2018 
 

Check out the website for a link to the Gala page! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

You are cordially invited! 

Christmas Concert 

 

Grades K-8 

Friday evening, December 15th 

7:00 pm 

Little Flower Church 

 

Snow Date 

Tuesday, December 19th 

7:00 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Concert Dress Code:   

 

The dress code for both boys and girls is “Dress Up”.  

 

   Girls may wear dresses or skirts, dress pants and blouses, stockings or socks,  

  dress shoes - no flip flops or high heels.  No makeup, please. 

 

   Boys may wear dress pants, shirt, tie, socks, dress shoes.   

   Suit jacket is optional. 

 

 

Arrival time: Students in Grades K – 7 are asked to be in their assigned places in      

   the Church by 6:45 pm. 

 

 Eighth Grade students are to be in the Church at 6:30 pm 

  in costume.   

 

  Parents are asked to keep their child/children’s coats with them as                 

       there will be no room for coats in their pews. 

 

 

Dismissal: At the close of the concert, we ask that one parent come forward to 

get your child/ren. All children will remain in their seats in the 

front of the Church and wait for you. This will ensure that children 

will get safely to their cars. Your cooperation with this dismissal 

procedure will be greatly appreciated. 

  

 

We know that all parents and guests will remain for the entire Christmas Concert. 

 

Our program will begin promptly at 7:00 pm.  It is our hope that this evening of narration 

and song of the Christmas Story will be a joy filled event and that inspired by our children 

we will truly enter into the spirit of Christmas…a spirit of love, joy, peace and great hope. 

 

We look forward to enjoying the Christmas Concert with you on Friday evening, December 

9th 

 

 

 

Snow date for Concert –Tuesday, December 19th – 7:00 pm 



 

Please Join the John Carroll Society in Celebration  

of 

THE FEAST DAY OF ST. NICHOLAS  

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND 
5:00PM VIGIL MASS AND GIFT DRIVE 

RECEPTION FOLLOWING IN LITTLE FLOWER PARISH HALL 
 

MONSIGNOR PETER J. VAGHI – PRINCIPAL CELEBRANT 

BISHOP MARIO DORSONVILLE - HOMILIST 

 

Bring your family to enjoy a special visit from St. Nicholas! 

 

To contribute to the toy drive, kindly bring  

an unwrapped toy/gift for a child ages 6-12  

or a gift card for teens  


