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Dear	Parishioners,	
	
Our	parish	was	more	than	halfway	through	our	last	fiscal	year,	and	we	were	on	track	for	a	rather	normal	
financial	year,	when	the	arrival	of	the	Coronavirus	changed	our	trajectory.	Like	most	of	you,	we	were	
faced	with	a	new	normal	that	challenged	us	to	find	new	ways	of	conducting	and	financing	our	ministries.	
We	are	blessed	with	a	solid	financial	foundation,	a	generous	and	willing	group	of	parishioners	and	a	very	
hard	working	staff.	As	you	will	see	in	the	attached,	because	we	are	so	blessed,	we	remain	well	able	to	
conduct	our	ministries,	operate	our	school	and	take	care	of	our	people.	Things	have	changed,	as	you	can	
readily	see	by	our	tent	in	the	schoolyard.		

There	were	two	things	in	particular	that	saw	us	through	the	worst	of	the	pandemic	closures.	First,	the	
parish	participated	in	the	government’s	Payroll	Protection	Plan	(PPP).	This	allowed	us	to	retain	our	
workforce	through	the	fiscal	and	school	year	and	relieved	what	would	have	been	a	pay	burden	from	our	
operating	budget.	Without	the	PPP,	we	would	have	ended	the	year	with	a	small	deficit.	Secondly,	the	
parishioners	that	participate	in	our	online	giving	program	were	a	godsend.	With	no	services	in	the	
church	for	some	extended	time,	offertory	giving	was	essentially	lost	from	our	in-church	givers.	Because	
of	our	online	giving,	we	were	able	to	maintain	a	significant	part	of	our	usual	weekend	collection.	Online	
giving	literally	kept	us	going.	If	you	do	not	now	use	online	giving,	specifically	Faith	Direct,	please	consider	
doing	so	now.	The	lesson	is	clear.	It	keeps	the	lights	on	and	the	ministries	active.		

	While	this	report	usually	provides	a	list	of	the	many	projects	and	repairs	we	funded	during	the	year,	let	
me	instead	list	for	you	some	of	the	many	extra	costs,	pandemic	requirements,	we	were	able	to	fund	
thanks	to	your	generosity.	We	purchased	disinfecting	equipment,	like	the	sprayer	you	may	have	seen	
the	maintenance	force	using	to	disinfect	the	Church	after	every	use.	We	have	procured	literally	boxes	
and	boxes	of	disinfecting	wipes,	hand	sanitizers	(I’m	sure	you’ve	seen	them	at	all	the	entrances	to	our	
buildings),	gloves,	masks	and	other	Personal	Protection	Equipment	(PPE).	These	consumables	are	
replenished	regularly.	We	added	an	additional	maintenance	worker	to	help	with	the	expanded	work,	
funded	many	initiatives	to	make	the	school	pandemic-ready	as	it	has	been	operating	in-person	classes	
for	the	last	seven	weeks	and	we	bought	our	tent!	

I	continue	to	take	my	responsibilities	as	the	steward	for	our	parish’s	resources	very	seriously.		And	while	
I	remain	watchful	to	ongoing	unanticipated	Coronavirus	related	expenses,	I	remain	confident	we	can	
maintain	both	our	fiscal	health	and	the	physical	well-being	of	our	parishioners,	students	and	staff.	It	
would	be	very	helpful	if	you	would	consider	on-line	giving	through	Faith	Direct	if	you	have	not	already	
joined.	35+%	of	our	parishioners	have	already	moved	to	online	giving	and	it	has	paid	dividends	to	us	
during	this	challenging	time.	(https://membership.faithdirect.net/MD730)	

As	always,	I	ask	for	your	prayers	and	support	as	we	go	about	God’s	work	in	this	parish,	school	and	
community.	And	be	assured	of	my	prayers	and	those	of	my	fellow	priests,	deacons	and	the	sisters	for	
you	and	your	families.	And	may	God	bless	you	for	your	unfailing	generosity	and	support	during	this	
challenging	time,	as	you	continue	to	contribute	your	treasure,	your	time	and	your	talents	to	our	
wonderful	parish	community.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Gratefully	Yours,	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Rev.	Msgr.	Peter	J.	Vaghi	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor	
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