
 
 

                    
 

Blessed Christmas 
Dear Friends of Little Flower, 

 

May all of the blessings and joys of this holy 
Christmas Season be yours in abundance. 

 

May the Christ Child and his Mother Mary 
watch over you and yours throughout all the days 

of the New Year. 
 

May your heart be at peace and may you share the gift of peace  
with everyone in your family, your friends  

and all  in our Little Flower family. 
 

Our prayers and special greetings are with you. 
 

The Faculty and Students 
of Little Flower School 

 



 
 

    

Love of Learning  Faith in God  Service for Others 

 
Thank You! 
 
To Jenny Nader and all who helped with the Christmas Wreath Program and to our families who  
   supported this effort on behalf of the school 
 

To all of our families   
  for completing the Catholic Identity Survey 

for your generous support of the Parish Giving Tree and the St. Nicholas Liturgy and Reception   
for your support of the Gifting Program here at school 
 

To Sister Rachel and all the faculty for the beautiful Christmas Concert 
 

To all of our parents who give so generously of their time and talents to our school throughout the year 
 

To all of you who signed on for Giant.  We already have $3,365.43 credited to LFS.  It’s not too late to sign   
   up. 
 

To the Fathers’ Club for treating the Faculty to breakfast for Christmas 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Members of the Finance Committee of the Advisory Board are reminded of their meeting on Monday 

evening, January 9th, in the Junior High classroom at 7:00 pm. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE PIZZA LUNCH 

 The eighth grade will host another Pizza Lunch on Wednesday, January 11th.  This is the last lunch of 

the first cycle.  An order form will be sent home in January for pizza lunches in the second half of the year. 

 

FACULTY MEETING 

 Students will have a 12:15 pm dismissal on Friday, January 13th. 

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING    

Classes will not be in session on Monday, January 16th in observance of the Martin Luther King 

holiday. Enjoy this long weekend. 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS    We invite you to look at the enclosed chart and see the varied offerings 

that will be taking place starting this February.  All registration forms will be sent home to you on Wednesday, 

January 4th and will be due on Wednesday, January 18th.  

January 2017 

 



MARKING PERIOD      

The second marking period ends on January 20th. We ask that all tuition accounts be up to date so that 

the School Advisory Board policy of holding report cards will not have to be implemented.  Biannual and Third 

Quarterly Tuition payments are due on January 5, 2017. 

 

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD  

All members are asked to be present for our general meeting on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 at 7:30 pm 

in the Faculty Room 

 

HOME SCHOOL MEETING     

All parents are asked to make every effort to attend this special January Home School Meeting on 

January 26th at 7:30 pm in our Little Flower Hall.  

"Innocence Stolen: Protecting Our Children Online" 
Vincent DeVivo 

Community Outreach Specialist 
United States Attorney's Office, District of MD 

MASS FOR LIFE  

 All of our students will be attending Mass on January 27th to commemorate Right to Life.  

  Grades K-6 will attend the 8:15 am Mass here at Little Flower 

  Grades 7-8 will attend the Right to Life Mass at the Verizon Center. 

 
OPEN HOUSE ~ Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Every year we are most fortunate to have our own parents serving as guides for Open House.  They do a 

wonderful job in taking visitors through the school and in answering questions that our guests may have.  We 

invite you to seriously consider helping in this capacity at our Open House. If you are able to help, we would be 

most grateful.  Please send your name to the school office.  You may either call or send an e-mail to 

office@lfschool.org.   

 This is our present listing of families who specifically volunteered to serve as guides for Open House for 

Catholic Schools Week.  If your name is on this listing and you find that now you are not able to assist, please 

contact the office.  If your name is not on this listing and you can help, please contact the school office: 

 

Aritmendiz-Segura. Barnes, Brinkman, Daniel, Davila, DeSomma, Ferridge, Floam, Gerth 

Jasek. Keon, LaFrankie, Leasure, Lynch, Malouf, May, McBeath, McGarrity, Mulligan 

Ruyak, Schumacher, Sullivan, Vassiliou, Yeager 

 

This may look like a lot of guides – but we can always use more help.  In fact we would be delighted if 

more of our Dads would be able to serve as guides also. You were such a big hit at our November Open House! 

Our visitors are always impressed with the warm welcome that they receive and the wonderful help given by 

our parents who take them on tour. 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Every school works on making their school well known by the community it serves.  We diligently 

communicate with the school community.  It is a well-known fact that the best publicity a school can receive 

comes from the good word that parents share with other parents about the school.  Sadly, we also see what 

happens when people talk negatively about our school.  Word of mouth is a wonderful advertising tool for any 

organization.  When was the last time that you told someone the good news of Little Flower? How about taking 

the time to do this? Spread the word to your friends and neighbors!  Invite them to come visit and see what we 

have to offer. 

When we asked our visitors this past November how they found out about our school, 96% said from 

friends and neighbors. 

If you have friends who have children in the neighboring nursery schools, invite them to come in and 

see our Pre K and Kindergarten. 



 

The annual Catholic Schools Week celebration is a joint project of the National 

Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) and the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops (USCCB).  

The theme encompasses several concepts that are at the heart of a Catholic 

education. First, schools are communities—small families in their own right, but 

also members of the larger community of home, church, city and nation. Faith, 

knowledge and service are three measures by which any Catholic school can and 

should be judged. 

The logo features a swirl of colors interacting around a cross, which is at the center 

of all Catholic education. The vibrancy of the colors and the movement and shadows in the logo portray the 

inner-connectivity and community life that are present in our Catholic schools. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK               OPENING LITURGY            Sunday, January 29, 2017 

The school community is asked to attend this opening Mass at 9:00 am which formally opens our 

celebration of Catholic Schools Week here at Little Flower. Faculty, parents and students take active roles in the 

liturgy and the homily will also highlight the importance of Catholic education in our parish. Little Flower’s 

Children’s Choir will sing at this Mass. 
 

REGISTRATION FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR – GRADES K-7  

The process of Registration for school year 2017-2018 will be on-line.  Complete instructions for this 

process will be sent to you by email by TADS.  Kindly complete this process on or before January 25, 2017. 

The $525 family fee is non-refundable and covers the annual registration fee of $125 and a down 

payment of $400 for the 2017-2018 school year’s tuition. 

When entering information on these forms, may we please ask that you make certain that your form is 

complete.  Kindly use proper capitalization and complete ALL fields as this information is merged into other 

files and it is very time consuming to have to go in an reformat all of the information.  Your cooperation with 

this request will be greatly appreciated and will prove to be very time saving. 

  

TRANSCRIPT FEE  

A transcript fee of $75 is required for each letter of recommendation and transcript requested by a parent 

to be forwarded to other schools.  Please be reminded that letters and transcripts will not be released until the 

parent has met with Sister Rosemaron regarding this request. These forms should come to the office first and 

will be given to the appropriate teachers from there.  Note:  This fee is not a requirement for our eighth grade 

graduating class. 

 

REGISTRATION  

Please Note: 

Children registered for Pre-Kindergarten for School Year 2017-2018 must be 4 years  

of age by September 1, 2017. 

Children registered for Kindergarten for School Year 2017-2018 must be 5 years  

of age by September 1, 2017. 

 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL: 

 When a student comes in late, leaves early or misses school mid-day, class time is lost, important 

instructions or homework are missed and the classroom routine is broken up for everyone.  Interrupting classes 



to call students out before the dismissal bell distracts others and interrupts end of day classroom prayer and 

routines.   

  We highly discourage the interruption of instructional time for any reason except emergencies and 

unusual circumstances.  Early dismissals should occur only in rare situations as every effort should be made  

to schedule appointments outside of school hours or on early dismissal days.   If circumstances absolutely 

necessitate an early release, please notify the school in writing so the teacher can have the child packed up and 

dismissed in the least disruptive manner.   

 The end of the day is a very busy time in the school.  To minimize interruption during closing activities 

and prayer, we will not call into a classroom for any release or change of dismissal after 2:30 pm.  After 

that point, you are to pick up your child(ren) in the usual manner at the 2:50 closing time. 

 Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

AS THE NEW YEAR BEGINS – Grades 6-8 

 Please take a good look at your daughter’s uniform skirt and if it is too short, please let the hem down. 

Our girls are getting taller and taller and their skirts are not growing with them. 

 

MAY WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND YOU OF THE FOLLOWING: 

1. Students are not permitted to have cell phones at school unless the Principal has given special 

permission for a child to have one. 

2. Parents are asked to drive carefully and slowly any time they are on the school grounds. 

3. Parents who come through the neighborhood to school are asked to obey the posted speed limits and 

look out for our children who walk or ride their bikes to school, and for adults who may be walking to 

and from the Church. 

4. At morning arrival – all children should exit their cars on the passenger side. 

5. At dismissal - car engines should be turned off as soon as you park in the lot.  

6. Children should not be picked up at afternoon dismissal by car in any other location than the upper 

school parking lot. Massachusetts Avenue, Briley, Chesterbrook, Kirkwood Road or the main entrance 

of the school are not school supervised locations. 

7. Please do not call the school office at dismissal to have us alert children to play date arrangements or 

new ways of getting home unless it is truly an emergency.  The end of the school day brings with it its 

own busyness and it is rather confusing to get messages to several families when teachers are closing the 

school day and preparing for dismissal. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY   

For school closings and delayed openings we follow Montgomery County.  
For delayed openings we open 2 hours late.   

If Montgomery County announces that all after school activities are canceled, then our after school 

activities will also be canceled.  In such situations, our After Care program will also close and we ask that 

parents of children in After Care make every attempt to pick up their children as close to 3:00 pm as possible. 

 Please do not call the school, convent or rectory for school closing information.  We need to listen to the 

radio announcements just as you do. 

 

 

SAFETY 

 Be assured that we strive to maintain a safe environment for your children.  We engage in fire drills, 

shelter in place exercises and Code Blue and Code Red drills.  These are part and parcel of the school safety 

environment plan. In turn, may we ask that you exercise safe driving practices and that you not speed in our 

bordering neighborhoods or on our school property. 

 



 

Blessings on you and your family! 
The Night before Christmas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sister St. Thomas, B.N.D. de N 

A spiritual version of the famous Christmas story 

T’ was the night before Christmas, and all through the town, 

St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and down; 

Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild, 

While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child; 
 

The children were nestled, each snug in their beds, 

The grown-ups wouldn’t bother, there’s no room they said; 

When even the innkeeper sent them away, 

Joseph was wondering, where they would stay; 
 

He thought of the caves in the side of the hills, 

Lets go there said Mary, it’s silent and still; 

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow, 

Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go; 
 

And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay, 

Our Savior was born on that first Christmas Day! 

The Father was watching in heaven above, 

He sent for His angels, His couriers of love; 
 

More rapid than eagles God’s bright angels came; 

Rejoicing and eager as each heard his name; 

Come Power, Come Cherubs, Come Virtues, Come Raphael, 

Come Thrones and Dominions, come Michael and Gabriel; 
 

Now fly to the Earth, where My poor people live, 

Announce the glad tiding My Son comes to give; 

The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this night, 

And saw in the heavens and unearthly light; 
 

The Angels assured them, they’d nothing to fear, 

It’s Christmas they said, the Savior is here! 

They hastened to find Him, and stood at the door, 

Till Mary invited them in to adore; 
 

                He was swaddled in bands from His head to His feet, 

Never did the Shepherds see a baby so sweet! 

He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew, 

He was telling them secrets and blessing them too; 
 

Then softly they left Him, The Babe in the hay, 

And rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas Day; 

Mary heard them exclaim as they walked up the hill, 

 Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to men of good will! 

 

 

 



 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS WINTER OF 2017 
DAY CLASS                                                         INSTRUCTOR      GRADE TIME FEE 

 

MONDAYS  January 25 – March 20  

(No Class on Martin Luther King Day) 

 

Monday Beginners Art                                                                    Miss Fortes 

K-1-2 grade students will learn how to draw different subjects in 

all different kinds of mediums. During each class they will learn 

how to draw by following a step-by-step process set up by Miss. 

Fortes. During the semester each child will create 7-8 beautiful 

works of art!  

K-1-2 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

(15 students) 

$150 

(includes 

supplies) 

 

Monday 

Drama                                                                               Mrs. McCune 

Students will be introduced to a variety of theatre games and exercises. 

They will also be working on short skits in groups to better understand 

the different elements of theatre. 

 

 

 

 

3:00 pm  – 4:00 

pm 

(8-15 students) 

 

$130 

 

TUESDAYS    January 24 – March 14 

 

 

Tuesday 

Mad Science                                                                   Mrs. Lindbloom 
This afterschool program will enhance students’ love of Science. This 

hands-on program will allow the students to dive into the amazing things 

that Science can do. The students will complete several different hands-

on Science activities that they will be able to take home and share with 

you 

 

3 

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

10-18 students) 

 

$150 

(includes 

supplies) 

 

Tuesday Math                                                                                  Mrs. Sibilska 

The class will be a mixture of Hands-On Equations Program and math 

projects to stretch the mind.  Hands-on Equation uses manipulative 

pawns and cubes to take the students through beginning of algebraic 

concepts.  The program is design to provide young children with a 

successful introduction to algebraic concepts and methods through a 

game-like, hands-on, concrete approach. Math projects are fun hands-on 

activities that are designed to stimulate thinking and put math concepts 

into practice. 

 

4-5 

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 

(6-12 students) 

 

$130 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS  January 25 – March 15 

 

 

Wednesday 

Tumbling                                                                                  Mrs. Ross 

Students will be introduced to the fundamental skills of tumbling and 

acrobatics and will work to develop their strength and flexibility.  Each 

student will be challenged individually according to their skill level.  

 

K-1-2 

 

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

(16-24 students) 

 

$130 

 

THURSDAYS  January 26 – March 16   

 

 

Thursday 

Unsolved History                                                                 Mr. Sorokes 

Unsolved History 

There are thousands of mysterious events in world history that have 

never been solved, but Mr. Sorokes wants to find answers! At “Unsolved 

History Club,” students will be presented with a new, unsolved mystery 

from world or American history each week. The group will then engage 

in discussions about the most common theories to explain the events, as 

well as do some research on possibilities to describe what happened. 

Topics will include (but are not limited to): The Identity of Agent 355 

and the Culper Spy Ring; The Bermuda Triangle; The Lost Colony of 

Roanoke; and several others!  

6-7-8 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm $130 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2017 



 

 

 

HOT LUNCH – SECOND SEMESTER 

 

All Orders due on or before Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

February 7. 2017 – June 1, 2017 

Grades Kindergarten to Eight 

 
Grade K – 7 – 31 x $5.50 = $170.50   

Grade 8 – 29 x $5.50 = $159.50 

Tuesday 2/7 Chicken tenders, mashed potatoes, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, fresh fruit 

Thursday 2/9 Bowtie pasta, meat sauce, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, chicken noodle soup, fruit 

Tuesday 2/14 Beef taco, soft shell, yellow rice, guacamole/toppings, fresh fruit, sugar cookie 

Thursday 2/16 Hot dog with chili, celery/carrots sticks w/ranch, fresh fruit, chocolate pudding 

Tuesday 2/21 Roasted turkey, egg noodles, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, minestrone soup, fresh fruit 

Thursday 2/23 Grilled cheese sandwich, tomato soup, spinach salad w/ raspberry vinaigrette, fresh fruit 

Tuesday 2/28 Chicken quesadilla, guacamole, cilantro/lime rice, corn chowder, brownie 

Thursday 3/2 Boxed Lunch: turkey and cheese sandwich, potato chips, chocolate chip cookie, clementine 

Tuesday 3/7 
Sliced, roasted turkey and mashed potatoes, gravy, spinach salad w/ raspberry vinaigrette, 

fresh fruit 

Thursday 3/9 French toast, syrup, sausage, roasted potatoes, orange slices 

Tuesday 3/14 Hamburger sliders on potato roll, sweet potato wedges, chicken and rice soup, fresh fruit 

Thursday 3/16 Shepherd’s pie, romaine salad, cream of broccoli soup, sugar cookie 

Tuesday 3/21 Beef lasagna, carrot/celery sticks w/ranch, minestrone soup, brownie 

Thursday 3/23 Grilled cheese sandwich, tomato soup, spinach salad w/ raspberry vinaigrette, fresh fruit 

Tuesday 3/28 Chili, cornbread, toppings, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, orange slices, brownie 

Thursday 3/30 Boxed lunch: turkey and cheese sandwich, potato chips, chocolate chip cookie, clementine 

Tuesday 4/4 Grilled chicken, Yukon gold potatoes, spinach salad w/raspberry vinaigrette, fresh fruit 

Thursday 4/6 Beef and bean burrito, cilantro lime rice, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, fruit, corn chowder 

Tuesday 4/11 Caesar salad, grilled chicken, dinner roll w/butter, lentil soup, brownie 

Tuesday 4/25 Rigatoni and meatballs, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, chicken and rice soup, fresh fruit 

Thursday 4/27 Chicken tenders, mashed potatoes, roll w/butter, carrots/celery w/ranch, watermelon 

Tuesday 5/2 French toast, syrup, sausage, roasted potatoes, orange slices  

Thursday 5/4 Chicken fajitas, cilantro/lime rice, carrots/celery w/ranch, cream of broccoli soup, fruit 

Tuesday 5/9 Bowtie pasta and meat sauce, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, chicken noodle soup, fruit 

Thursday 5/11 Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, tomato soup, romaine salad, chocolate pudding 

Tuesday 5/16 Beef taco, soft shell, yellow rice, guacamole/toppings, fresh fruit, brownie 

Thursday 5/18 Hot dog, chili, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, fresh fruit, chocolate pudding 

Tuesday 5/23 Roasted turkey, egg noodles, carrots/celery sticks w/ranch, minestrone soup 

Thursday 5/25 Chicken quesadilla, guacamole, cilantro and lime rice, corn chowder, watermelon 

Tuesday 5/30 Beef and bean burrito, yellow rice, romaine salad, minestrone soup, fresh fruit 

Thursday 6/1 Rigatoni and meatballs, celery/carrots  w/ranch, chicken noodle soup, fruit, sugar cookie 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Please complete and return on or before Friday, January 24, 2017 

 
LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL 
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 

 
HOT LUNCH ORDER FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER 

February 7, 2017 – June 1, 2017 
Grades Kindergarten to Eight 

           Grade K – 7 – 31 x $5.50 = $170.50  

Grade 8 – 29 x $5.50 = $159.50 

 
 

FAMILY NAME ______________________________________ 
 

CHILD/REN: 
NAME             GRADE 

 
________________________  _________________ 

 
________________________  _________________ 

 
________________________  _________________ 

 
________________________  _________________ 

 
________________________  _________________ 

 
 

PARENT SIGNATURE:____________________________________ 
 

 # Of K-7 children participating  _________X   $ 170.50 = ______________ 
   # Of Grade 8 children participating ________X   $ 159.50 =____________ 

 
It is not possible to place partial orders. 

If you sign on for the Hot Lunch program, it involves signing 
on for all the lunches that will be served during the Semester. 

 


